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Home Learning Policy 
At Roby Park Primary School, we firmly believe that a strong partnership between parents, school and children makes a significant contribution to pupils' learning, progress, wellbeing and personal development. 

Home learning should be a positive experience shared between parents, carers and children. It should complement, not detract from, the valuable time families spend helping children learn about the world, developing their social, moral and spiritual understanding, relaxing and playing together. 

Our approach is deliberately simple, consistent and evidence-informed. Home learning focuses on the routines and practice that make the biggest difference over time: nightly reading, frequent number fact and times table practice, spelling, purposeful Junior Duke life-skill challenges and wellbeing support through Zumos. 

Home learning should support the work children do in class. We value the support and co-operation of parents and carers and ask for a continuing commitment to encouraging their child to complete home learning on time. When responsibility is shared between home and school, the impact is strongest. 

Research-informed rationale 
· The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) reports that homework can have a positive impact when tasks are clearly linked to classroom learning, have a clear purpose and include feedback. For primary pupils, the quality and relevance of the task matter more than the quantity of time spent. 
· The EEF also identifies parental engagement as a moderate-impact, low-cost approach when schools provide families with practical strategies, resources and positive, personalised communication about learning. 
· The Department for Education Reading Framework emphasises the importance of reading, talk, stories, fluency and schools working with parents to help children learn to read and develop a love of reading. 
· The EEF mathematics guidance for Key Stages 2 highlights the importance of assessment, motivation, independence, challenge, structured support and helping pupils develop a rich network of mathematical knowledge. Regular practice of number facts and times tables supports pupils to access more complex mathematical thinking in lessons. 
· Ofsted's mathematics research review states that a high-quality mathematics curriculum should help pupils gain enjoyment through growing self-confidence in their ability. Fluency and secure recall reduce barriers when children meet new concepts. 

At school we will endeavour to: 
· Ensure tasks are carefully planned and structured to support progression in learning as part of the school curriculum. 
· Ensure the needs of individual pupils are taken into account, including appropriate adaptation and support. 
· Encourage children to develop long-term habits, independence and responsibility. 
· Maintain consistent practice across school in setting, managing and reviewing home learning. 
· Provide a regular weekly programme so that teachers, children, parents and carers know what to expect. 
· Use assessment information from reading records, Spelling, NumBots, Times Tables Rock Stars, Junior Duke journals and Zumos to inform support in school. 
· Celebrate effort, progress and completion through certificates, badges and weekly celebration assembly. 
· Communicate with parents and carers where support, encouragement or further guidance is needed. 


At home we ask parents and carers to endeavour to: 
· Provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place and routine for home learning. 
· Make it clear to their child that home learning matters and helps them grow in confidence, independence and fluency. 
· Listen to their child read nightly or share a book, talk about vocabulary, characters, facts and ideas, and sign the reading record where used. 
· Support children to use NumBots, Times Tables Rock Stars and Zumos using their school login details. 
· Encourage children to practise Junior Duke challenges repeatedly and independently, offering guidance but not doing the challenge for them. 
· Encourage neat presentation, best effort, resilience and increasing independence as children get older. 
· Contact the class teacher if access, time, confidence or resources are making home learning difficult. 

Home learning routines 
Home learning routines begin in Reception. All children are expected to read or share a book at home every night, with the reading expectation growing gradually as children move through school. 

Home learning is set on a Monday and is expected to be completed by the following Monday, giving families flexibility across the week and weekend. Teachers will address misconceptions during learning time in school and will use completion information to identify where further support is needed. 

	Phase
	Reading every night
	Maths fluency
	Other weekly learning
	Junior Duke

	Reception
	At least 10 minutes sharing a book with an adult daily. 

Practise phonics as directed.
	NumBots: short, regular practice, aiming for 3 minutes, 4 to 5 times per week when appropriate.
	Weekly talk task linked to topic.

 Phonics and Maths tasks set as appropriate.
	Complete 10 age-appropriate challenges across the academic year.

	Year 1 and Year 2
	10 minutes reading every day with an adult. Re-read matched books to build fluency and confidence.
	NumBots: 10 to 15 minutes per week, ideally little and often.
	Spellings and any focused English or Maths tasks.
	Complete 10 challenges across the academic year.

	Year 3 and Year 4
	15 minutes reading every day. Children should read aloud regularly and talk about vocabulary, inference and comprehension.
	Times Tables Rock Stars: 20 minutes per week, ideally little and often.
	Spellings and focused English or Maths tasks.
	Complete 10 challenges across the academic year.

	Year 5 and Year 6
	20 minutes reading every day. Children should read a range of texts and be ready to discuss themes, evidence and author choices.
	Times Tables Rock Stars: 20 to 30 minutes per week, focusing on speed, accuracy and recall.
	Spellings, revision and focused English or Maths tasks.
	Complete 10 challenges across the academic year.









Junior Duke challenges 
Junior Duke is a core part of our home learning offer because it develops life skills beyond the academic curriculum. Children complete 10 challenges over the academic year. Challenges should be practised at home, recorded in the child’s Junior Duke journal and signed by a parent or carer once achieved. 

Children earn their Junior Duke status when 10 challenges have been completed, reflected on by the child, signed by home and checked by the class teacher or Junior Duke lead. The emphasis is on independence, perseverance, resilience, confidence and pride in learning a real-life skill. 

The Junior Duke programme benefits children by helping them develop independence, self-sufficiency, resilience, communication, confidence and a stronger sense of belonging. It benefits parents by creating positive family learning experiences and conversations about non-academic strengths. It benefits school by strengthening home-school links, broadening what we celebrate and supporting children to approach classroom learning with a positive 'have a go' attitude. 

In Summer term, children who have earned their Junior Duke status will be recognised in a Summer celebration. They will receive their Junior Duke certificate and badge from our Junior Duke ambassador. We will also celebrate commitment, effort and resilience throughout the year through class recognition and weekly celebration assembly. 

Nightly reading expectations 
· Reception: share a book for at least 10 minutes every night and practise phonics as directed by the class teacher. 
· Year 1 and Year 2: read for 10 minutes every night with an adult. Children should practise decoding, fluency and expression. Re-reading a familiar book is valuable. 
· Year 3 and Year 4: read for 15 minutes every night. Adults should hear children read regularly and ask questions about vocabulary, retrieval, prediction and inference. 
· Year 5 and Year 6: read for 20 minutes every night. Children should develop stamina, read varied texts and discuss evidence, themes, vocabulary and authorial choices. 

NumBots and Times Tables Rock Stars 
Every child in Reception to Year 6 will have their own login details. These will be shared with families in the first week of the Autumn term. Reception to Year 2 will use NumBots. Year 3 to Year 6 will use Times Tables Rock Stars. 

Good practice is little and often: short, focused practice several times a week is more effective and manageable than one long session. Children should aim for accuracy first, then speed. Teachers will monitor usage and progress, use the information to identify gaps, and celebrate progress through certificates and badges in our weekly celebration assembly. 

Secure number facts, addition and subtraction fluency, and times table recall help children in Maths lessons because they reduce the cognitive load of calculations. This means pupils can concentrate on reasoning, problem solving, explaining methods and making connections between concepts. 

Zumos at home 
Zumos is part of our wider approach to wellbeing, resilience and self-confidence. Children can use Zumos at home with their school login to access age-appropriate wellbeing tools, positive messages, mindfulness activities and support materials. 

Parents and carers can support children by helping them log in, listening to the suggested content together, using the discussion prompts to talk about feelings and worries and encouraging children to practise the strategies when they are calm as well as when they feel unsettled. 



In school, Zumos helps us promote shared language around wellbeing, resilience and positive mental health. Where appropriate, staff use Zumos resources in class, assemblies, pastoral support and wellbeing conversations. The worry box function can also provide an additional route for children to share a concern with trusted adults in school, alongside our usual safeguarding and pastoral systems. 

What happens when children complete home learning? 
· Teachers will track completion of reading, weekly tasks, NumBots or Times Tables Rock Stars usage, Junior Duke progress and relevant Zumos engagement. 
· Children will receive feedback through discussion, marking where appropriate, class systems and in-school follow-up teaching. 
· Certificates, badges and special mentions will be awarded in weekly celebration assembly for effort, consistency, improvement and achievement. 
· Parents of children who persistently do not complete home learning will receive a supportive phone call from the class teacher. If difficulties continue, a meeting may be scheduled to agree practical next steps. 
· Class teachers will discuss home learning routines, strengths and next steps with parents at progress evenings. 

Good practice expectations 
· Home learning should be manageable, purposeful and linked to classroom learning. 
· Children should complete work with increasing independence as they move through school. 
· Parents should encourage, prompt, listen and discuss, rather than complete tasks for children. 
· Teachers should monitor completion, support barriers, address misconceptions and celebrate positive habits. 
· Reading and Maths fluency should be practised frequently because small routines repeated consistently lead to greater confidence over time. 
· Junior Duke challenges should be practised enough for children to genuinely acquire the life skill, not simply complete the task once. 

Research and programme links 
· Education Endowment Foundation: Homework 
· Education Endowment Foundation: Parental engagement 
· EEF Guidance Report: Working with parents to support children’s learning 
· Department for Education: The Reading Framework 
· EEF Guidance Report: Improving Mathematics in Key Stages 2 and 3 
· Ofsted: Research review series, mathematics 
· Junior Duke Awards 
· NumBots 
· Times Table Rock Stars 
· Zumos 
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