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Geography Policy 

INTENT

	Purpose of Study

	
At Roby Park, we shape our Geography curriculum to ensure it is fully inclusive and ambitious for every child. Our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Geography by providing a broad, balanced and progressive curriculum that develops geographical concepts, knowledge and skills, while fostering children’s curiosity, confidence and love of Geography.

We use the Developing Experts geography curriculum as the core framework for curriculum sequencing, knowledge progression and lesson resources. This is adapted by class teachers to meet the needs of Roby Park pupils and to ensure learning is relevant, challenging and rooted in pupils’ local, national and global understanding.

Ultimately, we aim to develop the quality and depth of learning so that pupils gain the skills, knowledge and cultural capital they require to progress successfully to Key Stage 3 and beyond.


	Intent from Subject

	
At Roby Park Primary School, our Geography curriculum is designed to inspire pupils to become curious, analytical and inquisitive thinkers who develop a secure and expansive understanding of their world. We use the Developing Experts geography curriculum as the core curriculum framework because it is aligned with the National Curriculum and supports progressive development in geographical skills, substantive knowledge and disciplinary knowledge.

Through geography, we want pupils to develop a lifelong curiosity and fascination about diverse places, people, resources, natural and human environments, and the physical and human processes that shape the Earth. Pupils will be supported to think like geographers by asking questions, using evidence, making connections and communicating their ideas clearly.

The curriculum is inclusive and ambitious for all learners. It recognises pupils’ diverse experiences and develops cultural capital through carefully sequenced units, open-ended questioning, local area study, fieldwork and opportunities to consider physical, environmental and cultural perspectives. We want pupils to understand their place in the world, their responsibility to protect and preserve the planet, and the ways in which geography helps them contribute positively to their local community and wider society.

Geography at Roby Park develops knowledge and skills that are transferable across the curriculum and into pupils’ future education. By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils will have experienced a broad, coherent and cumulative geography curriculum that prepares them well for Key Stage 3 and beyond.


	Aims from National Curriculum

	
The national curriculum for Geography aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 
· Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time
· Are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 
· Collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 
· Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
· Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.





IMPLEMENTATION 

	Teaching & Learning

	
Organisation and Curriculum Coverage
At Roby Park Primary, Geography is taught discretely while making meaningful links to other curriculum areas. Geography is taught in blocks across the year, alternating with History where appropriate, so that pupils can achieve depth in their learning. The Developing Experts curriculum provides the long-term sequence of learning for Years 1 to 6 and organises knowledge into the four National Curriculum strands: locational knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical geography, and geographical skills and fieldwork.

Every unit and lesson builds on prior knowledge, skills and understanding from previous lessons and earlier year groups. The curriculum is spiral and cyclical: pupils frequently revisit important knowledge and concepts so that learning is remembered, strengthened and applied in new contexts. Recap prompts, assessment for learning questions and topic threads are used to reinforce prior learning and address misconceptions.

Developing Experts Curriculum Approach
· Lessons begin with an enquiry-based discussion which enables teachers to assess prior knowledge, elicit pupils’ experiences and set a clear geographical question for the lesson.
· By the end of each lesson, pupils should be able to answer the enquiry question using increasingly precise geographical vocabulary and evidence.
· The curriculum prioritises depth rather than superficial breadth, enabling pupils to build detailed knowledge of carefully selected places, processes and themes.
· All planning, presentations, lesson quizzes, knowledge organisers, handouts, activity videos and supporting materials are available through the Developing Experts website.
· Teachers use the Developing Experts resources as the starting point for high-quality teaching, not as a script. Activities must be adapted, enhanced and scaffolded to meet the needs, interests, starting points and prior knowledge of learners.
· Learning opportunities should be modified by class teachers to inspire, engage and challenge all pupils. Plans cannot, and should not, be taught exactly as they are; teachers are expected to use professional judgement to tailor lessons for their class.





Year and Unit Overview

	Year
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	Year 1
	My School
	The United Kingdom
	The World

	Year 2
	Where We Live
	The United Kingdom
	The World

	Year 3
	Settlements
	Biomes
	Italy

	Year 4
	The United Kingdom
	Volcanoes, Mountains and Earthquakes
	Europe

	Year 5
	Our Local Area
	Our Connected World
	Our Blue Planet

	Year 6
	The Amazon Rainforest
	North America
	My Place



Fieldwork and Local Knowledge
Fieldwork is integral to Geography teaching. Pupils develop the skills of competent geographers by observing, measuring, identifying, classifying, recording data, communicating, reflecting and collaborating. Teachers are expected to add local knowledge, local maps, aerial imagery and relevant local examples to Developing Experts lessons so that fieldwork and local area learning are meaningful and rooted in pupils’ lived context.

EYFS
The Early Years Foundation Stage follows the school’s agreed EYFS guidance and supports children to develop Understanding of the World through exploration of past and present, people, culture and communities, and the natural world. Early geographical learning is developed through talk, stories, outdoor exploration, maps, journeys, local walks, observation and purposeful play.

Entry and Exit Points
At the beginning of each topic, children may take part in a WOW day or stimulus activity to promote curiosity. The exit point provides an opportunity to celebrate, apply and share the knowledge and skills gained during the unit.

Resources
Teachers should use Developing Experts digital resources alongside high-quality school resources. Classrooms should have access, as appropriate, to local maps, Ordnance Survey maps, aerial views of the school and local area, globes, atlases, world maps and United Kingdom maps. Online mapping tools may be used to enhance learning, particularly when exploring change over time; however, physical maps and atlases remain important, especially for younger pupils developing secure map-reading skills.

Displays
Each class is expected to display key vocabulary and relevant geographical learning. Displays should support retrieval, celebrate processes and outcomes, and provide pupils with access to maps, images, diagrams, fieldwork evidence and knowledge organisers where appropriate. Whole school Geography displays will be led by the Geography subject lead.

Presentation
Handwriting and presentation are whole school priorities and the highest standards are expected across the curriculum. Staff will model expectations and pupils will be supported to present geographical information clearly through written explanations, maps, diagrams, data, fieldwork records and extended outcomes.

Planning and Adaptation
All planning is available through the Developing Experts website and should be used as a starting point to support high-quality teaching and learning. Activities must be carefully scaffolded to meet the needs of all learners. Learning opportunities should be enhanced, adapted and modified by class teachers to ensure that they inspire, engage and challenge pupils effectively. Plans cannot, and should not, be taught exactly as they are; teachers are expected to use their professional judgement to tailor lessons to the needs, interests and prior knowledge of their class.


	Cross Curricular Links

	
High-quality Geography provision intrinsically links to and enhances other areas of learning. Developing Experts units include purposeful cross-curricular opportunities, particularly through literacy, science, mathematics, art, DT and computing.

Pupils use mathematical skills through scale, coordinates, statistics, graphs and data handling; scientific understanding through weather, climate, biomes, sustainability and physical processes; and literacy skills through discussion, research, explanation, extended writing and geographical vocabulary. ICT is used to support online mapping, research, presentation and data collection. Where links are purposeful, they are identified in medium-term and short-term planning without weakening the integrity of Geography as a discrete subject.

The local area is fully utilised to achieve curriculum outcomes, with learning outside the classroom and fieldwork embedded where this strengthens understanding.


	Inclusion

	
All pupils are entitled to access the Geography curriculum at a level appropriate to their needs. Developing Experts resources provide a shared curriculum entitlement, and class teachers adapt them so that every pupil can participate meaningfully and make progress.

Teachers use the school’s inclusion planning approaches to scaffold learning and provide appropriate challenge. This may include adapted resources, pre-teaching of vocabulary, visual prompts, practical tasks, mixed-attainment collaboration, adult support, alternative recording methods, structured talk, retrieval practice and carefully chosen fieldwork roles.

Assessment for learning and enquiry discussion help teachers identify pupils’ starting points, misconceptions and interests. Learning should be adapted to ensure accessibility while maintaining ambition. Pupils requiring greater challenge should be supported to reason geographically, make connections across units, justify conclusions and apply knowledge independently.


	Equal Opportunities

	
At Roby Park Primary school, we are committed to providing a teaching environment which ensures all children are provided with the same learning opportunities regardless of social class, gender, culture, race, special educational need or disability. Teachers use a range of strategies to ensure inclusion and also to maintain a positive ethos where children demonstrate positive attitudes towards others.

Support for specific individuals is well considered and planned for, with consideration given to how greater depth and further challenge can be provided for and demonstrated by children who require further challenge.


	British Values

	
In Geography, pupils look at how different cultures live and work throughout the world. Through this teaching, pupils acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures. When studying climate change, human Geography and natural resources students are encouraged to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the school and to society more widely.


	Enrichment Opportunities

	
At Roby Park, we believe that children learn best when they are engaged, inspired and motivated to learn. We offer a wide range of experiences and challenges that enrich our core curriculum. This allows our pupils to learn outside the classroom and develop the skills for the world beyond the primary education. Below are some examples of how we achieve this through:
· Theme weeks 
· WOW days 
· Celebration afternoons 
· Educational visits, workshops and residential trips 
· Fundraising and awareness days 
· ‘Keep safe’ curriculum – Bikeability, Friendship Week, Road Safety, Bonfire Night safety, Internet Safety, Gang Awareness, Say No to Knives workshops
· Wider opportunities – Languages Day, Musical Instruments, Extra-curricular club offer
· Sporting events – inter and intra competitions with the collaborative schools and KSSP
· Collaborative events with local schools 
· Festivals, celebrations and performances 

Fieldwork is integral to good Geography teaching and we include as many opportunities as we can to involve children in practical geographical research and enquiry. We utilise our local environment to support the teaching of Geography, such as mapping our school, trips to the local river and providing opportunity to participate in an orienteering activities to develop their map reading and compass skills. At the beginning of each Geography topic children will take part in a ‘wow’ day or activity, to engage and promote curiosity, and then at the end of each topic children will celebrate all they learned. This may include fieldtrips and visits or visitors and theme days.


	Community Links

	
Geography provides many opportunities to connect with the local community. Our curriculum ensures that pupils have the opportunity to study their locality and employ key geographical skills to examine its human and physical Geography. Through activities such as litter picking and visits to the local recycling plant, pupils gain an insight into how they can positively impact on the environment in which the live. 


	Wellbeing

	
At Roby Park, we are committed to supporting the positive mental health and wellbeing of our whole school community (children, staff, parents and carers). We recognise that mental health and emotional wellbeing is just as important to our lives as our physical health. 

At Roby Park, we endeavour to ensure that children are able to manage times of change and stress. We ensure that children learn about what they can do to maintain positive mental health, what affects their mental health, how they can help reduce the stigma surrounding mental health issues, and where they can go if they need help and support. The promotion of positive wellbeing is woven throughout our curriculum.










IMPACT

	Impact

	
The impact of the Geography curriculum is seen in pupils who are curious about the world, can think and speak like geographers, and can apply their knowledge and skills across different places, scales and contexts. Through the Developing Experts curriculum, pupils revisit and deepen knowledge over time, enabling them to remember more, make connections and explain their understanding with increasing confidence and precision.

Outcomes in books and on Seesaw evidence a broad, balanced and progressive Geography curriculum. Pupils demonstrate their acquisition of key knowledge through enquiry responses, maps, diagrams, data handling, fieldwork records, research, extended writing and open-ended assessment outcomes.

As children progress through school, they develop a secure understanding of their local area and its place within the wider geographical context. They become increasingly aware of environmental issues, cultural diversity, global connections and their responsibilities as future citizens.

The Year 6 “My Place” unit provides a cumulative end point to pupils’ primary Geography journey. It enables pupils to showcase their geographical knowledge, skills, curiosity and critical thinking by producing a project about a place that is meaningful to them.


	Assessment

	
At Roby Park Primary, assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Assessment is used to inform planning, support adaptive teaching, address misconceptions and close gaps in knowledge and skills.

Developing Experts lessons include enquiry questions, recap prompts, AfL questions, quizzes and opportunities for pupils to show what they know. Teachers use these alongside their own formative assessment, lesson evaluations, marking and pupil voice to judge how securely pupils are learning the intended knowledge and skills.

Instead of relying only on separate end-of-unit tests, the sixth lesson in each Developing Experts unit functions as an open-ended assessment opportunity. Pupils’ work in this lesson, together with evidence gathered across the unit, is used to assess knowledge, skills, misconceptions and next steps.

Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. Strategies include:
• observing children at work individually, in pairs, in groups and during whole-class teaching;
• using open-ended questioning that requires pupils to explain and justify their understanding;
• reviewing pupils’ responses to enquiry questions, quizzes, retrieval prompts and discussions;
• providing effective feedback in line with the school marking policy;
• moderating books and Seesaw outcomes to evaluate progression, balance, challenge and standards;
• using KWL and pupil reflection to compare learning with starting points;
• recording assessment information on Insight in line with school procedures.

Subject leaders analyse assessment information, pupil voice and work samples to identify strengths, gaps and areas for curriculum development.




	Monitoring and Evaluation

	
The monitoring and evaluation of Geography ensures that pupils at Roby Park are equipped with the geographical knowledge, skills and understanding needed for Key Stage 3 and for life in the wider world. The subject lead monitors how effectively the Developing Experts curriculum is implemented, adapted and enriched across school.

Subject leaders play an active role in the school self-evaluation cycle and throughout the year will:
• ensure there is clear progression across the school and that the Developing Experts sequence is followed or adapted purposefully;
• monitor planning to check that resources are adapted, scaffolded and enriched for Roby Park pupils;
• review termly data and report to SLT and Governors as required;
• gather pupil voice and review work samples, books and Seesaw evidence;
• complete learning explorations and provide developmental feedback;
• identify CPD needs and offer guidance or support to staff;
• audit resources, including maps, atlases, globes and local fieldwork materials;
• develop cultural capital, fieldwork and enrichment opportunities linked to the Geography curriculum.


	Review Date

	Policy Agreed: September 2026
Policy Review: September 2028
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