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Roby Park Primary School

Knowledge and Skills Progression Map – History 

	
	YEAR 1
	YEAR 2
	YEAR 3
	YEAR 4
	YEAR 5
	YEAR 6

	National Curriculum
	· Develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 
· Know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework. 
· Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods.
	· Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history. 
· Establish clear narratives within and across the periods they study. 
· Note connections, contrasts and trends over time.

	Chronological Understanding
	· Sequence familiar changes and events using everyday time vocabulary
· Begin to place homes, toys and the Great Fire of London in simple chronological order.
	· Place castles, Victorian life and the work of Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole within a simple chronological framework
· Compare ways of life across different periods.
	· Develop secure sequencing across prehistory and early civilisation
· Understand changes from the Stone Age through Bronze Age and Iron Age 
· Locate Ancient Egypt in world chronology.
	· Build narratives across Ancient Greece, Roman Britain and Anglo-Saxon Britain
· Make links between ancient civilisations, invasion, settlement and legacy.
	· Understand overlapping and consecutive periods, including Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle, Ancient Maya and Tudor Britain
· Identify long-term trends and contrasts.
	· Apply chronological understanding across modern British history and local history
· Connect the Industrial Revolution, WWII and local historical change to earlier units.

















	
	YEAR 1
	YEAR 2
	YEAR 3
	YEAR 4
	YEAR 5
	YEAR 6

	National Curriculum
	· Learn about changes within living memory, where appropriate revealing aspects of change in national life. 
· Learn about events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. 
· Learn about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. 
· Learn about significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.
	· Learn about changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 
· Learn about the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 
· Learn about Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots. 
· Learn about the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor. 
· Complete a local history study. 
· Complete a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 
· Learn about the achievements of the earliest civilisations. 
· Learn about Ancient Greece: Greek life, achievements and influence on the western world. 
· Learn about a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history.

	Knowledge and Understanding of Events, People and Changes
	· Know how houses and toys have changed within living memory and beyond
· Understand key features and significance of the Great Fire of London and people linked to it.
	· Understand features of castles and local heritage
· Know key aspects of Victorian life
· Understand the achievements and significance of Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole.
	· Understand changes in Britain from Stone Age to Iron Age
· Know how Ancient Egypt developed as an early civilisation and how its achievements shaped society.
	· Understand Greek life, achievements and influence
· Know the impact of the Roman Empire on Britain
· Understand Anglo-Saxon settlement and cultural change.
	· Understand Viking raids, settlement and kingdom struggles
· Know features and achievements of the Ancient Maya
· Understand Tudor monarchy, religion and society as a post-1066 British study.
	· Understand industrialisation and its impact on work, transport and society
· Know key causes and impacts of WWII on Britain
· Apply knowledge to a local history study.












	
	YEAR 1
	YEAR 2
	YEAR 3
	YEAR 4
	YEAR 5
	YEAR 6

	National Curriculum
	· Ask and answer questions. 
· Choose and use parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 
· Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past.
	· Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. 
· Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
· Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection of relevant historical information.

	Historical Enquiry
	· Ask simple questions about homes, toys and the Great Fire of London
· Use stories, images, artefacts and simple sources to find out about the past.
	· Ask and answer questions using a wider range of sources
· Select details from stories, artefacts, images and accounts to explain key features of events and people.
	· Use artefacts, archaeological evidence and written sources to investigate prehistoric Britain and Ancient Egypt
· Begin to devise questions about change and significance.
	· Investigate evidence about Greek, Roman and Anglo-Saxon life
· Ask questions about invasion, settlement, cause, impact and legacy.
	· Use evidence to test claims about Vikings, Maya and Tudors
· Select relevant information to answer questions about similarity, difference, cause and significance.
	· Plan and carry out more independent enquiry using primary and secondary sources
· Gather, select and organise evidence for reasoned conclusions about national and local history.




	
	YEAR 1
	YEAR 2
	YEAR 3
	YEAR 4
	YEAR 5
	YEAR 6

	National Curriculum
	· Identify different ways in which the past is represented. 
· Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past.
	· Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
· Use evidence to consider connections, contrasts and trends over time. 
· Recognise that historical questions about change, cause, similarity, difference and significance can be answered using selected evidence.

	Interpretations of History
	· Recognise that the past can be shown in different ways, such as photographs, artefacts, stories, diaries and illustrations.
	· Compare different representations of castles, Victorian life and significant people
· Begin to notice that sources may show different viewpoints.
	· Understand that reconstructions of prehistory and Ancient Egypt are based on surviving evidence
· Recognise that interpretations can change as new evidence is discovered.
	· Explore how historians interpret Greek legacy, Roman impact and Anglo-Saxon evidence
· Compare what different sources suggest about people and events.
	· Consider contrasting interpretations of Viking motives, Maya achievement and Tudor rulers
· Ise evidence to support or challenge interpretations.
	· Evaluate how industrialisation, WWII and local heritage are represented in accounts, memorials, images and media
· Recognise how audience and purpose shape interpretation.



	
	YEAR 1
	YEAR 2
	YEAR 3
	YEAR 4
	YEAR 5
	YEAR 6

	National Curriculum
	· Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
· Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 
· Use parts of stories and other sources to show knowledge and understanding of key features of events.
	· Develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
· Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. 
· Establish clear narratives within and across the periods studied.

	Organisation and Communication
	· Use everyday historical vocabulary to talk, draw, label and sequence learning about homes, toys and the Great Fire of London.
	· Use historical vocabulary to describe people, places and events
· Communicate comparisons and explanations orally, visually and in simple written forms.
	· Use terms such as archaeologist, artefact, civilisation, BCE/CE and settlement
· Organise information into timelines, labelled diagrams and structured explanations
	· Use increasingly subject-specific vocabulary such as empire, legacy, invasion, settlement and evidence
· Write and present organised accounts explaining change, impact and significance.
	· Use precise historical vocabulary to build arguments about Vikings, Maya and Tudors
· Organise information to compare societies and explain cause, consequence and significance.
	· Communicate historically valid conclusions for different audiences
· Select and organise evidence independently in extended writing, presentations and local-history outcomes.
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