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Non-Use of Tracking Devices Policy

Written May 2026

Review Sept 2028

Signed – Mrs Kat Allen
(Headteacher)

Signed – Mrs Kami Lester
 (Chair of Governors)
1. Policy Statement
Roby Park Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare, dignity, and privacy of all pupils, in line with Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE), Working Together to Safeguard Children and Knowsley Local Authority safeguarding expectations.
In accordance with Knowsley LA guidance on safeguarding, data protection and the appropriate use of technology, the school does not permit the use of personal tracking devices (including Apple AirTags or similar GPS/Bluetooth trackers) on pupils during the school day, educational visits or residentials.

2. Scope
This policy applies to:
· All pupils
· Parents and carers
· Staff, volunteers and visitors
· All school-organised activities, including: 
· On-site learning
· Off-site visits
· Residential visits

3. Definition
Tracking devices include (but are not limited to):
· Apple AirTags
· GPS trackers
· Bluetooth-enabled tracking tags
· Smart wearable tracking devices designed to monitor a child’s location

4. Knowsley Local Authority Position
Knowsley Local Authority recognises that:
· Schools have a statutory duty of care for pupils during the school day and while on organised activities.
· Safeguarding arrangements must be clear, robust and centrally managed by the school, not supplemented by unregulated personal technology.
· The use of personal tracking devices on children in school settings is not recommended, as it introduces: 
· Unmanaged safeguarding risks
· Data protection concerns
· Potential interference with professional supervision
Schools are therefore expected to:
· Maintain full responsibility for supervision and safeguarding arrangements
· Ensure that parents/carers do not use personal tracking technology as a substitute for school systems
· Implement clear policies to prevent the use of such devices

5. Rationale for Non‑Use
5.1 Safeguarding Risks
In line with Knowsley safeguarding principles:
· Tracking devices may be accessed, shared or misused by third parties, including in cases of domestic abuse or coercive control.
· Devices can create a risk of unauthorised tracking or surveillance of children and groups.
· Real-time location data may be exposed beyond the intended user.
5.2 Data Protection and Privacy
· The use of tracking devices may breach expectations under UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018.
· Location data qualifies as personal and potentially sensitive data.
· Knowsley LA emphasises that schools must ensure proportionality and necessity in any monitoring of children—personal tracking devices do not meet this threshold.
5.3 Safety and Reliability Concerns
· Devices such as AirTags are consumer products, not safeguarding tools.
· They may provide: 
· Inaccurate or delayed location updates
· Dependence on nearby networks or third-party devices
· This creates a false sense of security for parents/carers.
5.4 Impact on School Safeguarding Systems
· Roby Park Primary School operates robust safeguarding procedures, including: 
· Risk-assessed supervision
· Staff-to-pupil ratios
· Registers, headcounts, and tracking by staff
· Personal tracking devices: 
· Undermine professional judgement
· Introduce confusion in emergencies
· Risk exposing the location of entire groups

6. School Rules
6.1 General Rule
· Pupils must not bring, wear or carry tracking devices in school.
6.2 Educational Visits and Residentials
· Tracking devices are strictly prohibited on all: 
· Day trips
· Visits
· Residential experiences
This aligns with Knowsley LA expectations that:
Schools must maintain full oversight and control of safeguarding systems during off-site activities.
6.3 If a Device is Found
· The device will be: 
· Confiscated and stored securely
· Returned to parents/carers
· Parents/carers will be reminded of this policy

7. Communication with Parents and Carers
Roby Park Primary School acknowledges parental concerns regarding safety. In line with Knowsley LA guidance, the school provides reassurance through:
· Clearly communicated safeguarding procedures
· Established emergency contact systems
· Fully risk-assessed visits
· Qualified staff supervision at all times
Parents/carers are expected to:
· Trust and comply with school safeguarding systems
· Refrain from using personal tracking technologies as alternatives


8. Exceptions
Knowsley LA recognises that in rare cases, individual needs may arise.
At Roby Park Primary School:
· There are no routine exceptions
· Any exceptional request must: 
· Be agreed by the Headteacher and DSL
· Be supported by a clear safeguarding or medical rationale
· Be subject to a formal risk assessment
· Comply with data protection requirements

9. Roles and Responsibilities
Headteacher
· Ensure compliance with Knowsley LA expectations
· Oversee implementation and policy review
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)
· Assess exceptional circumstances
· Respond to safeguarding concerns linked to technology
Staff
· Apply the policy consistently
· Report any concerns immediately
Parents/Carers
· Adhere to the school’s policy
· Support school safeguarding practices

10. Monitoring and Review
This policy will be:
· Reviewed annually
· Updated in line with: 
· Knowsley Local Authority guidance
· National safeguarding updates
· Developments in technology

11. Linked Policies
· Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
· Educational Visits Policy
· Online Safety Policy
· Behaviour Policy
· Data Protection Policy

Summary
In line with Knowsley Local Authority expectations, Roby Park Primary School prohibits the use of AirTags and similar tracking devices because they:
· Introduce safeguarding risks
· Compromise children’s privacy
· Are unreliable for safeguarding purposes
· Undermine school-led supervision systems
The school ensures pupil safety through professional, structured and legally compliant safeguarding arrangements.
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