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Home Aloners / Walking Home Alone Policy
Written May 2026

Review Sept 2027

Signed – Mrs Kat Allen
(Headteacher)

Signed – Mrs Kami Lester
 (Chair of Governors)

Policy Statement
Roby Park Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all pupils. We recognise that, as children get older, some parents/carers may wish for them to develop increasing independence, including walking home from school without an adult. This policy sets out the school’s expectations and procedures in relation to pupils who are permitted by their parents/carers to walk home alone.

Aims
This policy aims to:
· ensure the safety and wellbeing of all pupils at the beginning and end of the school day;
· clarify where parental responsibility and school responsibility apply;
· set out the arrangements for children who may walk home alone;
· ensure that any arrangements are clearly communicated and recorded.

Before School
From 8.15am to 8.40am, children may play on the school playground.

However, children remain the responsibility of their parents/carers until 8.40am. School staff are not responsible for supervising pupils before this time. If parents/carers of Y5 & Y6 children allow them to walk to school by themselves, parents/carers are still responsible – not the school.

Children below Y5 are not allowed on the school site with out a parent/carer.

End of the School Day
School finishes at 3.00pm.

After 3.00pm, children are the responsibility of their parents/carers and not the responsibility of the school, unless they are attending a supervised after-school provision or club arranged by the school, which ends at 4pm.

Walking Home Alone
Parents/carers who wish their Y5 or Y6 child to walk home alone must provide written consent to the school.

The written request must:
· state clearly that the parent/carer gives permission for their child to walk home alone;
· include the child’s name and class;
· include the date from which the arrangement should begin;
· be signed by the parent/carer.

Until written consent has been received and acknowledged by the school, the child will not be permitted to leave the school site unaccompanied.

School Discretion and Safeguarding
Although there is no legal minimum age for a child to be left alone or to travel independently, parents must not place a child at risk and schools must act in line with their safeguarding duties. 

Therefore, if the school has a safeguarding concern about a child being allowed to walk home alone, the matter will be discussed with the parent/carer. The school reserves the right to refuse to allow a child to leave unaccompanied if staff believe this presents a safeguarding risk. Any concerns will be dealt with in accordance with the school’s safeguarding procedures and statutory guidance. 
Mobile Phones
No children are allowed to bring mobile phones onto the school site.

This means that children who walk home alone must do so without a mobile phone unless an exceptional arrangement has been agreed in writing by the Headteacher.

Changes to Arrangements
If there is any change to normal home-time arrangements, parents/carers must notify the school in writing or by another agreed formal communication method before the end of the school day.

If the school has not been informed of a change, the usual arrangement will apply.

Responsibility of Parents/Carers
Parents/carers who request permission for their child to walk home alone are responsible for deciding whether their child is ready for this level of independence. National guidance makes clear that there is no “one-size-fits-all” age and that readiness depends on the child’s maturity, confidence and ability to manage risks safely. 

Parents/carers should consider:
· their child’s age and maturity;
· the distance and safety of the route home;
· road safety awareness;
· who will be at home when the child arrives;
· whether the child understands what to do in an emergency. Guidance for parents stresses these as important factors when deciding whether a child is ready to be out or home alone. 

Failure to Collect
If a child is not expected to walk home alone and no adult arrives to collect them, the school will follow its usual safeguarding and uncollected child procedures.

Links With Other Policies
This policy should be read alongside:
· Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
· Inclusive Attendance Policy
· Positive Relationships Policy
· Health and Safety Policy
· Late Collection Policy

Monitoring and Review
This policy will be reviewed annually, or sooner if required, to reflect changes in school practice or statutory guidance.












Appendix 

Optional Consent Form

Roby Park Primary School – Permission to Walk Home Alone

I give permission for my child:
Child’s name: __________________________
Class: _________________________________
to walk home alone from Roby Park Primary School.

I understand that:
· my child remains my responsibility before 8.40am and after 3.00pm;
· the school will only allow my child to leave unaccompanied once this written consent has been received;
· no mobile phones are allowed on the school site;
· I must inform the school in writing if these arrangements change.

Start date of arrangement: __________________________

Parent/Carer name: _________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________

Date: _____________________________________________
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