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Whole School Geography Curriculum Overview

	EYFS Cycle 1
	Autumn Term 1
	Autumn Term 2
	Spring Term 1
	Spring Term 2
	Summer Term 1
	Summer Term 2

	Topic
	All About Me

Autumn
	Light and Dark

Winter

Christmas
Diwali
	Superheroes

Chinese New Year
	Traditional Tales

Spring
	Holidays

Summer
	Growing

	Development Matters
	3-4 years
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

Reception
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them
	Reception
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them
	Reception
Draw information from a simple map

Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them
	Reception
Draw information from a simple map

Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live


	3-4 years
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

Reception
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.

Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them
	3-4 years
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

Reception
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.












	EYFS Cycle 2
	Autumn Term 1
	Autumn Term 2
	Spring Term 1
	Spring Term 2
	Summer Term 1
	Summer Term 2

	Topic
	Travel and Transport

Autumn
	Pets

Winter

Christmas
Diwali
	People who help us

Chinese New Year
	Fantasy and adventure

Spring
	Recycling and the environment

Summer
	Dinosaurs

	Development Matters
	3-4 years
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

Reception
Draw information from a simple map
	
	
	Reception
Draw information from a simple map
	
	














	Year 1
	Autumn Term 1
	Spring Term 1
	Summer Term 1

	Topic
	My School 
	The United Kingdom 
	The World 

	Enrichment
	
	
	

	Links to Past/future Learning
	Y2 – Where We Live
	Y2 – The United Kingdom
Y4 – The United Kingdom
	Y2 – The World
Y3 – Italy 
Y3 - Biomes
Y4 – Europe
Y6 – North America
Y6 – The Amazon

	National Curriculum Coverage
	· Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key
· Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map
· Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
· key physical features, including:beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
· key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
	· Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
· Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
· Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom
	· Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
· Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage

	Key Vocabulary
	aerial view
features
human features
physical features
map
far
left
location
near
right
	compass
compass points
direction
explorers
travel
area
landmark
position
school
symbol
city
farm
rural
urban
village
	channel
Europe
island
ocean
sea
England
Northern Ireland
Scotland
United Kingdom
Wales
climate
forecast
rainfall
temperature
weather
	landscape
loch
mountain
river
valley
crops
farm
farmers
grow
wheat
	atlas
continent
country
globe
world
Arctic Ocean
Atlantic Ocean
Indian Ocean
Pacific Ocean
Southern Ocean
Antarctic
Arctic
iceberg
North Pole
South Pole
	climate
The Equator
geographer
rainfall
vegetation
desert
diversity
dry
humid
rainforest












	Year 2
	Autumn Term 1
	Spring Term 1
	Summer Term 1

	Topic
	Where We Live 
	The United Kingdom 
	The World 

	Enrichment
	
	
	

	Links to Past/future Learning
	Y1 – My School
Y3 - Settlements
	Y1 – The United Kingdom 
Y4 – The United Kingdom
	Y1 – The World
Y2 – The World
Y3 – Italy 
Y4 - Europe

	National Curriculum Coverage
	· Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map
· Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key
· Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country
	· Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
· Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
· Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical and human features
	· Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
· Location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles
· Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a non-European country

	Key Vocabulary
	aerial map
compass
direction
location
route
human features
physical features
key
local
symbol
area
fieldwork
landmark
observation
represent
	aerial view
building
community
main road
side road
Atlas Mountains
remote
rural
transport
urban
area
climate
local
	capital city
climate
country
landscape
United Kingdom
coastline
England
London
peninsula
region
Belfast
lough
mountain
Northern Ireland
river
	Edinburgh
island
loch
rural
Scotland
Cardiff
harbour
remote
valley
Wales
	atlas
continent
country
ocean
sea
climate
Equator
landscape
North Pole
South Pole
cold climate
cool climate
hot climate
mild climate
warm climate
	drought
extreme
flood
hurricane
tornado
Florida
rainfall
scale
storm
wind speed












	Year 3
	Autumn Term 1
	Spring Term 1
	Summer Term 1

	Topic
	Settlements 
	Biomes 
	Italy 

	Enrichment
	
	
	

	Links to Past/future Learning
	Y2 – Where We Live
	Y1 – The World
Y2 – The World
Y6 - The Amazon Rainforest
	Y1 – The World
Y2 – The World
Y3 - Biomes
Y4 - Europe

	National Curriculum Coverage
	· Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including types of settlement and land use
· Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
· Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies
	· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts

	· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region in a European country

	Key Vocabulary
	city
hamlet
settlement
town
village
grid reference
key
legend
scale
symbols
distance
location
Ordnance Survey maps
rural
urban
	commercial buildings
fieldwork
residential buildings
sample
services
develop
early settlers
expand
resources
ruins
	biomes
climate
ecosystem
environment
habitat
adaptation
conditions
species
vegetation
vegetation belt
desert
dunes
oasis
rainfall
Sahara
	boreal forest
diversity
equator
temperate forest
tropical forest
extreme
lichens
migration
permafrost
tundra
	Europe
Italy
Mediterranean
Rome
the Alps
average
climate
climate graph
region
seasons
agriculture
crops
economy
livestock
olive groves
	eruption
lava
Mount Vesuvius
Pompeii
Volcano
canal
gondola
protection
trade port
Venice






















	Year 4
	Autumn Term 1
	Spring Term 1
	Summer Term 1

	Topic
	The United Kingdom
	Volcanoes, Mountains and Earthquakes
	Europe

	Enrichment
	
	
	

	Links to Past/future Learning
	Y1 – The United Kingdom
Y2 – The United Kingdom
Y3 - Biomes
	Foundational knowledge for KS3
	Y1 – The World
Y2 – The World
Y3 – Italy
Y3 - Biomes

	National Curriculum Coverage
	· Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time
· Describe and understand key aspects of:
- physical geography, including:climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
- human geography, including:types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
	· Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
	· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities

	Key Vocabulary
	country
county
features
location
region
human features
landmarks
physical features
tradition
unique
crops
produce
seasonal
variety
vegetation
	climate
habitat
native
temperate
wildlife
businesses
capital city
city
culture
transport
	mountain range
peak
physical features
relief map
valley
earthquake
fault line
plate boundary
seismic wave
tectonic plates
magnitude
region
Richter scale
seismologist
tsunami
	earth’s crust
erupt
lava
magma
volcano
eruptions
hot springs
impact
volcanic soil
volcanologist
	Atlantic ocean
continent
country
Europe
Mediterranean sea
business
capital city
city
government
landmarks
differences
geographical features
similarities
southern Europe
	bison
castle
Eastern Europe
mountain
wildlife
canals
culture
medieval
Rhine river
Western Europe















	Year 5
	Autumn Term 1
	Spring Term 1
	Summer Term 1

	Topic
	Our Local Area 
	Our Connected World 
	Our Blue Planet 

	Enrichment
	
	
	

	Links to Past/future Learning
	
	
	Y6 - North America
Y4 - States of Matter: The Water Cycle (Science)

	National Curriculum Coverage
	· Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
· Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
· Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital technologies
	· Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
· Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
· Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
	· Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
· Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America
· Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle

	Key Vocabulary
	communicate
geographer
human feature
landmark
physical feature
compass
grid references
landmark
ordnance survey
route
grid reference
key
landmark
scale
symbols
	fieldwork
route
local area
mapwork
research
communicate
data
geographer
graph
results
community
brochure
geographical
local councillor
	equator
globe
hemisphere
latitude
longitude
jet lag
location
Prime Meridian
time zone
travel
energy
minerals
natural resources
non-renewable resources
trade
	fair trade
food miles
global trade
origin
trade
climate change
drought
extreme weather
impact
shortage

	current
global conveyor belt
life
ocean
sea
condensation
evaporation
precipitation
surface water
water cycle
river
source
meander
tributary
erosion
	dam
hydro-electricity
irrigation
pollution
recreation
challenge
climate change
conservation
pollution
water
climate
human feature
physical feature










	Year 6
	Autumn Term 1
	Spring Term 1
	Summer Term 1

	Topic
	The Amazon Rainforest 
	North America 
	My Place 

	Enrichment
	
	
	

	Links to Past/future Learning
	Y1 – The World
Y3 - Biomes
	Y1 - The World 
Y5 - Our Blue Planet
	Opportunity to showcase the knowledge and skills they've developed throughout their primary education

	National Curriculum Coverage
	· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America
· Describe and understand key aspects of:
· physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle
· Human geography, including:types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
	· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America
· Describe and understand key aspects of:
· physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle
· Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
	· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
· Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region in the United Kingdom, a region in a European country and a region within North and South America.
· Locate the world's countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities

	Key Vocabulary
	arid/semi-arid
biome
climate zone
temperate
tropical
distribution
diverse
equatorial
geographical features
location
canopy
climate
meteorologist
temperature
vegetation
	ecosystem
essential
indigenous
life
sustainability
agriculture
deforestation
infrastructure
logging
threat
certainty
future
issue
reforestation
sustainability
	location
peninsula
physical feature
plains
prairie
distribution
human feature
landmarks
land use
settlement
arid
humid
subarctic
temperate
tropical
	epicentre
fault line
plate boundary
strike-slip fault line
tectonic plates
climate
conditions
risk
severe
wildfire
country
research
	global
grid references
location
region
settlement
biome
climate
climate zone
temperate climate zone
tundra
custom
early settlers
hamlet
human feature
tradition
	extreme
glacier
physical feature
precautions
valley
coastal
compare
economy
inland
urban
diagram
geographer
persuade
presentation
research
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