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1. Purpose
This policy is designed to create a safe, focused, and nurturing environment for all our pupils. By prohibiting the introduction and use of mobile phones and similar smart technologies on school premises, we aim to:
· Enhance classroom concentration and learning by eliminating distractions.
· Reduce the risks associated with unsupervised online access, including cyberbullying and exposure to inappropriate content.
· Promote healthier social interactions and emotional well‐being.
· Ensure that safeguarding measures are robust and consistently applied.
Research and government guidance, such as that from the Department for Education, underline that a mobile phone‐free environment contributes to a safer, happier school community and enables staff to devote more time to teaching and direct support.

2. Scope
This policy applies to all pupils on the school premises. It covers any device with the functionality of a mobile phone, including:
· Mobile phones (both smartphones and basic mobile devices)
· Tablets or similar smart technology capable of accessing the internet
· Smartwatches or any other devices with similar functionalities
Exceptions:
· Pupils requiring mobile devices for medical reasons must provide appropriate documentation and obtain prior approval from the school’s designated safeguarding lead.
· In exceptional circumstances (e.g., emergency contact requirements for certain older primary pupils), any deviation from the policy will be handled on a case-by-case basis.
3. Policy Statement
· Complete Prohibition on School Premises: Pupils are not permitted to bring any mobile phones or smart devices onto school grounds, regardless of the time of day. This includes lessons, breaktimes, lunchtimes, and any other school-organised activities unless stated otherwise, in exceptional circumstances.
· No Visibility or Usage: At no time during the school day may mobile phones or similar devices be used, seen, or heard on school premises.
· Secure Storage: Should a pupil inadvertently bring a device to school, they are required to hand it in at the school office upon arrival. The device will be stored securely in the school safe and returned to the parent/guardian at the end of the school day or as soon as appropriate.
· Consistent Enforcement: All staff are empowered to enforce this policy in a consistent, prompt, and fair manner in line with the school’s positive relationships policy and safeguarding procedures.
4. Implementation Procedures
Collection and Storage
· At Arrival: Upon entering the school premises, any mobile phone or enabled smart device must be handed in to a staff member and secured safely in the school safe.
· During the Day: Devices incidentally found or mistakenly brought into classrooms will be promptly collected and secured.
· End-of-Day Return: Collected devices are kept safely and returned to parents/guardians at the close of the school day. In cases of repeated breaches, further discussion with parents will be initiated.
Staff Training and Support
· Staff will receive training on the key aspects of the policy, ensuring they understand the importance of maintaining an environment that supports learning and safeguarding.
· Guidance on dealing with breaches, drawn from the Department for Education’s advice on managing behaviour in schools, will be provided to all staff.
5. Communication and Education
To Pupils
· Clear Rules and Rationale: Pupils will be informed of the policy’s rules and the reasoning behind them, including how a mobile phone-free environment reduces distractions and helps prevent bullying.
· Educational Sessions: Regular sessions on digital literacy, the risks of unsupervised internet access, and the benefits of face-to-face interaction will be integrated into the curriculum.
To Parents and Carers
· Initial and Ongoing Communication: The policy will be shared with parents at the beginning of each term via newsletters, the school website, and parent meetings.
· Emergency Communications: Should parents need to contact their child during the school day, the school office will act as the central point of communication.
6. Safeguarding and Anti-Bullying Benefits
· Reduction in Cyberbullying: By removing mobile devices and unsupervised internet access from the school environment, we significantly lower the risk of cyberbullying incidents.
· Enhanced Well-being and Social Interaction: With fewer distractions from digital devices, pupils are better able to engage with teachers and peers, fostering genuine in-person communication and reducing the isolation often fostered by screen time.
· Increased Staff Supervision: A device-free environment allows staff to more easily monitor pupil interactions and promptly address any safeguarding issues, thus reinforcing the school’s commitment to providing a secure space for learning.
These benefits are consistent with government recommendations that mobile phone-free environments help create happier, safer school communities where pupils can be more present and focused.
7. Monitoring and Review
· Ongoing Evaluation: The effectiveness of this policy will be regularly monitored by the school leadership team and designated safeguarding leads.
· Annual Review: The policy will be reviewed annually, with feedback from staff, pupils, and parents considered to ensure that it remains relevant and effective.
· Adjustments and Adaptations: Reasonable adjustments and adaptations will be made in accordance with individual pupil needs, ensuring that the policy does not disadvantage those with specific requirements.
8. Conclusion
The mobile phone-free school environment is a key pillar of our commitment to academic excellence, safeguarding, and anti-bullying. By keeping technology separate from school life, we help our pupils focus on learning, build meaningful relationships, and develop the social skills necessary for success both in and out of school.
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